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The Parent Mentor program is a fee resource for parents of children with special needs.

Introducing New Parent Mentor
Hello and Welcome to the new 2020-2021 school year!
My name is Claire McCumber and I am the new Parent Mentor! I wanted to take a
moment to introduce myself!
I am originally from Tiffin but moved to Findlay in 2011. I am married with two
kids, Abbigale (7) and Colton (5). Colton was diagnosed with Autism at the age of
2. In that same year, my husband received a kidney transplant!.
In my free time, I like to spend time with my family, be outdoors, cook, and run
5ks.
For the past 5 years, I have been a stay at home mom. Now that Colton has started
kindergarten, it was time for me to return to the work force. I am excited for this
new adventure and look forward to working with you in the future!
Please feel free to contact me by email mccumberc@hancockesc.org or by phone at
(419)-422-7525 ext. 105
Thank you and I hope you have a great school year!

Claire McCumber

So, What is the Parent Mentor Program?

A Parent Mentor is the parent of a child with a disability employed to
help the school districts and families by providing training, support and
information services. All Parent Mentor services are
Provided free of charge.

What are the program services?



Guide Families through the special education process, including rights and
responsibilities.



Listen and provide support to families an educators on an individual basis.



Provide information and resources to families and school personnel including
education laws, distrct programs and services, and community resources.



Attend Individualized Education Plan (IEP) meetings at the parent and
school’s request.



Organize and conduct informational sessions or workshops based on the
needs of families and school personnel.



Build collaborative partnerships between families, schools and committees to
benefit students with disabilities.

Please like and follow our new facebook page: Hancock ESC
Parent Mentor! There will be updates on events, trainings
and tips on school topics daily!

Tips on wearing a mask
1. Hold the mask. Let the child feel the mask and get comfortable with the fabric.
2. Bring it near their face.

3. Stretch the elastic ear loops or ties.
4. Independently place the mask on their face or allow the caregiver to do so.
5. Wear it for short durations. Increasing gradually as they tolerate it.
6. Incentives. Celebrate mastering each step!
7. Find a mask with a fun design, favorite characters or sports team.

www.chrimond.org

FREE training on Wednesday, November 18th 2020
7:00pm-8:00pm
Would you like your child to learn to love reading? Would you like to get more out of books
and learn unique ways to share books? Join us for a fun hour centered around the book
“Froggy Gets Dressed” Each family will receive a FREE copy of the book to bring home!

This training is for parents/guardians of preschool through kindergarten age children.

JFS, ODE Highlight Child Care Search Tool
Ahead of the start of school, agencies involved in early learning and child care programs are reminding parents of a state resource to research before- and after-school care providers.
At http://childcaresearch.ohio.gov/, families can search providers by county, city, ZIP code, program type of
rating on Step Up to Quality, Ohio's system for evaluating child care and early learning providers.
“Finding high-quality child care is one of the most important choices parents can make,” said Ohio Department of Job and Family Services (ODJFS) Director Cynthia Dungey. “It also can be one of the most difficult
choices. ChildCareSearch.Ohio.gov can help make it easier. Parents can use it to find highly rated child
care in their area, including home-based care, school-based care and care at child care centers. They can
view past
inspection reports for programs they’re interested in and then visit those programs to see firsthand whether
they’re right for their children.”
“High quality before- and after-school care can expand upon the learning and growth that happens during
the school day,” said Paolo DeMaria, superintendent of public instruction. "ChildCareSearch.Ohio.gov is a
great
resource for parents to find high-quality programs in their neighborhoods and see important information that
helps them make the best decisions for their children.”
ODJFS and county departments of job and family services are responsible for licensing and inspecting nearly 3,000 family child care homes and more than 4,000 child care facilities throughout the state. The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) is responsible for licensing school-age child care programs operated by public
schools,
educational service centers, community schools, boards of developmental disabilities and chartered nonpublic schools.
Story originally published in The Hannah Report on August 13, 2018. Copyright 2018 Hannah News
Service, Inc.

You consult with your doctor about your child’s physical health. It’s just as important to consult with
your child’s teacher about academic subjects, social skills and emotional development. Remember, you
and the teacher are a team—working together. Www.thelearningcommunity.com
A conference should not be a confrontation. A parent-teacher conference is not an opportunity to list all the deficiencies you see in the
teacher, the classroom, and the school system. Nor should it be a time when the teacher lists your failings as a parent and your child’s failings as a
student.
The conference is an information exchange. You bring to the conference information about your child’s interaction with people outside
of school, his home life and previous experiences that might affect confidence or interest in school. The teacher brings information about your
child’s interaction with others in school, performance on tests, and knowledge of learning strategies. Pooling your information gives you both a
better picture of your child’s strengths and weaknesses, and lets you develop an effective plan for helping your child succeed.
Conferences help you become a more effective parent. If your child is really learning “nothing” and never has any homework, you
need to know why. Your child may not understand the class work, she may have vision or hearing problems, or she may be “tuning out” subjects
that don’t interest her. The “no homework” syndrome may be the result of work that is too easy and quickly done; something more challenging may
be called for. Perhaps your child doesn’t understand the importance of homework or is avoiding the responsibility of completing it.
You may initiate a conference with the teacher. You don’t have to wait for an invitation. If the standard answer to “What did you
learn in school today?” is “Nothing”, then it’s time for a meeting. If your child is fearful of school or is frequently sick, get together with the teacher
to find out why.
The conference makes the teacher more effective. Knowing that “my child is fascinated by stars” may give the teacher the means to
excite interest in reading. The more the teacher knows about your child, the better the child’s needs will be addressed.
Parent-teacher conferences let you take part in your child’s education. Knowing what is being taught at school lets you direct
the conversation in your family to issues being studied in school. Such reinforcement of school work at home makes a big difference in your child’s
understanding, motivation, and school performance.

Follow these Tips for Parents to make your conference more effective:
Prepare questions in advance. What groups has my child been assigned to? Is my child finishing the work assigned in class? The most important
question of all is “How can I help my child at home?”
Let the teacher know if there is a particular topic you want to discuss. If you want to talk about your child’s progress in reading, let the teacher
know. He’ll be able to have test scores, textbooks and other material on hand to aid your discussion.
Be specific. Bring with you any work that is of concern. Describe clearly any situations in the classroom that make your child uneasy. Ask the teacher
to describe your child’s strengths and weaknesses. Ask to see your child’s work.
Exchange information. Let the teacher know about any situation at home that may affect your child’s school work, such as a death in the family, a
new baby, or a change in daycare arrangements.

Take notes. Your conference may result in several actions for both you and the teacher. Taking notes will help you remember what was discussed
and what was agreed upon.
Start with a positive attitude. Don’t waste valuable conference time by focusing on the negative. You and the teacher are a team. Positive comments
such as “How can we solve this problem working together?” will be the first step in coming up with good solutions.
Support yourself. If you are not confident about your communications skills, bring someone to help. If your understanding of English worries you,
bring a friend to translate.
Discuss the whole child. Your child’s social and emotional development is as important as academic success. Include questions about her interaction
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with other children and willingness to participate in class discussions.
Allow enough time. Take time to do the task well. That may mean freeing up your schedule by taking vacation time to attend the conference. Leave
with a plan. The conference should end with a clear statement of what you will do and what the teacher will do. Schedule follow-up meetings or
telephone calls to be sure the plan is working.

Trainings offered outside of Hancock County

The Northwest Ohio Autism Society offers Practical Solution Workshops. To view the current workshops, a link can be found at
https://asno.org/our-programs-and-events/practical-solutions-toeveryday-solutions-in-autism/
Itaalk Autism Foundation is an organization in the Toledo area that
helps parents and schools learn about assistive technology and how
to use mobile devices to effectively target skill development. They
are currently conducting a fall series of workshops that cover a variety of different apps available and participants will be provided free
app codes. For more information, go to
https://www.itaalk.org/app-y-happy-workshop-series

Looking for support from fellow special needs families? Want to make a connection with another
specials need parent?
This group is for you! Special Needs Parent Support Group meets every 3rd Tuesday! Currently, due to Covid, meetings are being held via
zoom! Come join the meetings to make a connection with another special needs family. For more information, please visit the website
listed above or contact Antonia via facebook at Special Needs Parent Support Group.

Claire McCumber
Parent Mentor
mccumberc@hancockesc.org
419-422-7525 Ext 105

