
Hancock County Educational Service Center

Larry J. Busdeker, Superintendent“Meeting Student Needs Through Cooperative Efforts”
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Hancock County ESC Names Next Superintendent
 The Hancock County Educational Service Center Governing Board 
is pleased to announce that a new superintendent has been hired effective 
with the 2022/2023 school year.  The next educator chosen to lead the ESC 
is Jeffrey A. Young.

 Mr. Young is a veteran Hancock County educator having served in 
several capacities in the Riverdale district including superintendent for the 
last five years.

 As he accepted the position as superintendent, Mr. Young said, "I 
am eager and excited, as well as deeply grateful and honored, to serve as 
the next Hancock County ESC Superintendent. I have admired the ESC 
since my time as an assistant principal, and I am humbled to be welcomed 
into such a wonderful family of thinkers and learners who are centered on 
doing what is best for students."

 Under Mr. Young's leadership, the ESC will continue to support 
the schools and children of Hancock County by Meeting Student Needs 
Through Cooperative Efforts.

Students and Staff Receive Special Recognition 
 For the twenty-sixth year, the Hancock County Educational Service Center, with the financial assistance of 
Stapleton Insurance Group, Premier Bank, Medical Mutual and Quantum Health, formally recognized each student, who 
was nominated by their school, for the Franklin B. Walter All-Scholastic Award. Their nominees are the top seniors from 
each of the Hancock County/Findlay City Schools. At a special luncheon at the Hancock Hotel on Sunday, May 1, these 
nine students received a certificate and a $300.00 scholarship check to further recognize their outstanding academic and 
co-curricular efforts. 

 Importantly, each of these students also selected their Most Influential Teacher, and they wrote a narrative as to why 
these educators were chosen for this special honor. The students’ remarks were shared with each teacher at the luncheon, 
and as a remembrance, these teachers received a framed a copy of these remarks, as well as an appropriate memento.

 Listed below are the Franklin B. Walter nominees as well as their Most Influential Teachers: 
  ArcadiaArcadia: Breanna Chambers selected Ned Sponsler - H.S. Spanish 
  Arlington:   Christopher Cortez chose Kimberley Cortez - H.S. Chemistry, Physics    
  Cory-Rawson: Matthew Bechtol selected Kyle Wagner - H.S. Social Studies
  Findlay:  Ethan Zheng chose Barbara Tardibuono - H.S. Honors English
  Liberty-Benton:  Vanessa Heck selected Craig Tusing - H.S. Computer/Business
  McComb: Dominic Sheeks chose Sarah Bugner – M.S. English/Math-Findlay
  Riverdale: Paige Rothlisberger selected Jill Schlarb – H.S. Science
  Van Buren: Benjamin Hudok chose William Baughman – H.S. Vocal Music
  Vanlue:  Renee Sampson selected Grant Johnson - H.S. Science

 Congratulations are once again extended to each of these honorees for a job well done. 

Richard Van Mooy, Acting Superintendent
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 The Hancock County ESC opened their ninth preschool classroom at Vanlue Elementary School in 
the 2019-2020 school year with a half day program serving ten children ages three to five. 

 In the 2020-2021 school year, Donna Losiewicz, the HCESC preschool supervisor, initiated the 
application process for the Five-Star Step Up to Quality preschool rating by the Ohio Department of Education. 
In February of 2022, the Vanlue preschool was deemed a Five-Star preschool program by the Ohio Department 
of Education. 

 The current preschool teacher is Rachel Brickner and she is dual licensed as a special education 
and regular education teacher. Dawn Caudill is the preschool aide in the classroom, and she too is licensed 
as an educational aide.  The current and previous HCESC preschool team at Vanlue worked extremely hard 
to meet all the needed requirements for a Five-Star rating and they are to be congratulated and thanked for 
their efforts in achieving this rating.

 Vanlue joins the other eight HCESC preschool classrooms with the Five-Star rating--the highest rating 
that can be achieved. Beyond a doubt, this additional preschool program at Vanlue, supervised by Donna 
Losiewicz, is making a positive difference.

Vanlue Preschool Program Receives 5-Star Award

 On Monday, March 14, the Hancock 
County Junior High School/Middle School 
Quiz Bowl season concluded with its annual 
tournament, held at Liberty-Benton Middle 
School with fifty-five students participating. The 
team from Liberty-Benton Middle School was 
the Tournament Champion, with the team from 
Vanlue Middle School finishing as Runner-up. 

   Members of the Liberty-Benton team 
were as follows: Jon Coldren, Adrian Cottell, 
Sanjana Indupuru, Jakob Kern, Arabelle Kolan 
and Braylon Rosengarten, with Heather Black and 
Lyndsey Fox serving as Advisors. Members of the Vanlue team were Ray Gerschutz, Ethan Miles, Langston 
Miller, Brendan Rathburn and Toby Reed, with Grant Johnson as Advisor.

 Students participated in this special competition from the eight local school districts: Arcadia, Arlington, 
Cory-Rawson, Liberty-Benton, McComb, Riverdale, Van Buren and Vanlue. The Quiz Bowl program was once 
again offered through the Hancock County Educational Service Center, with coordination provided by Lauri 
Cedar. 

 Jana Amstutz, adapted physical education teacher, is retiring after admirably serving the students 
of Hancock County for 28 years.  During her exemplary career at the Hancock County Educational Service 
Center, in addition to touching the lives of hundreds of school children, Jana mentored numerous teachers in 
the intricacies of brain-based learning and movement.  Also, she graciously shared her knowledge with many 
student teachers.  Jana reflected on her career and said that even though there have been many changes in 
the field of education, the most important constant is the joy of working with the incredible Hancock County 
staffs, teachers, kids, and their families.

Junior High/Middle School Quiz Bowl Results

Liberty-Benton Championship Team

Best Wishes, Jana


