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Jeff Young, Superintendent

Hancock County ESC Designated as “High Performing”
Once again, an Educational Service Center could apply to the Ohio Department of Education to be designated 
as a High Performing ESC. The designation of High Performing ESC is a factor in exempting personnel-based 
purchased services by schools and districts from competitive bidding requirements. 

To qualify for this special recognition and financial assistance, an ESC was required to complete an application 
process that included (1) a brief description of five primary services that are provided to the schools, (2) a list 
of the actual amount of money each school saved in FY22 by electing to receive these primary services from 
the ESC instead of providing these services itself or through another vendor, and (3) supporting evidence, 
assumptions, and documentation to exhibit the amount of cost-saving for FY22 as previously provided.  (The 
five service areas that were highlighted were physical therapy services, speech and language pathology 
services, occupational therapy services, psychology services, and superintendent search services.)

Additionally, to qualify as a High Performing ESC, the total percentage of cost savings across all schools for 
these five primary services had to be at least 5%. Significantly, when these required calculations for the 
Hancock County ESC were completed, the cost savings totaled $445,191.59, which equated to 24%.

On November 2, the Hancock County ESC was informed by the Office of Budget and School Funding that it 
once again qualified to receive the designation as High Performing Educational Service Center.  The Hancock 
County ESC is pleased to have been recognized for its diligent efforts to control costs and to provide value to 
the schools it serves.

Rodman and Bucher Win “Golden Apple Awards”

Three Other County Educators Recognized 
On the evening of October 19 at a special dinner at Winebrenner Seminary, five Hancock County educators 
were honored by the Findlay Rotary Club through its annual “Golden Apple” recognition program. Kristina 
Rodman, an Intervention Specialist at Van Buren, was selected as the recipient of the Findlay Rotary “Golden 
Apple Award” for the middle school division.  Becky Bucher, a Business/Consumer Science Teacher at Cory-
Rawson, was selected as the “Golden Apple Award” recipient in the high school division.  

Also receiving honors as a semifinalist in the middle school division was Andrea Lee, Language Arts Teacher 
at Cory-Rawson. In the high school division Andrea Barger, English Language Arts at Arlington, and Chelsea 
Burden, American Government at Van Buren, were honored as semifinalists. 

Clearly, these five educators are fine representatives of the outstanding professionals assisting the students 
attending the Hancock County Schools and sincere congratulations are extended to each educator for receiving 
this well-deserved special recognition.



Hancock County Educational Service Center

Enrollment of the Hancock County Schools Decreases Slightly
Each year the Ohio Department of Education (ODE) calculates the number of students through a measure called 
full-time equivalent (FTE) enrollment. A student’s FTE is based on the proportion of the school year the student 
was residing and enrolled in the district. Fall enrollment data from ODE shows a total of 6,001 students were 
enrolled in Hancock County Schools. A slight decrease compared to 6,025 students enrolled in 2021-2022.  The 
following list provides the total number of students attending each of the individual school districts, with student 
enrollment from the previous school year in parentheses:  Arcadia – 563 (549); Arlington – 577 (563); Cory-Rawson 
– 502 (509); Liberty-Benton – 1,513 (1,545); McComb – 617 (621); Riverdale – 1,019 (1,044); Van Buren 1,060 
(1,040); and Vanlue 144 (154).

ESC’s Extended Learning Grant
Using the Extended Learning Grant received by the ESC, 19 students enrolled in summer school courses during the 
summer of 2022 and completed 44 semester courses. These courses were a combination of credit recovery and 
initial credit. The grant and the work of the students allowed the students to get “caught up” or “get ahead” in 
terms of credits towards graduation.

2022-2023 Business Advisory Council Organized
In August, the Hancock County Business Advisory Council (BAC) reorganized and created a robust BAC in collaboration 
with Raise The Bar Executive Director Tricia Valasek. 

Meeting quarterly, the primary purposes of the BAC are (1) to explore and expand the existing relationships that 
exist between business, labor, and educational personnel, with particular emphasis on local workforce initiatives 
like Raise The Bar; (2) to investigate the current and projected changes in the economy and job market in Hancock 
County, with specific assistance from Findlay-Hancock County Economic Development; (3) to examine employment 
skills and related curricula that develops these traits, with reliance upon the Millstream Career Center and Owens 
Community College.

Members of the current BAC are as follows:  

Business Representatives: Tricia Valasek – Raise The Bar, Ken Rood - DNC Hydraulics, Ty Lawon - Valgroup, Damian 
Inbody - GROB, Mark Reed - GROB, Brian Beltz - Beltz, Chad Parke - Parke’s Power Equipment, Zach Thomas 
- ADAHMS, James Wellman - Blanchard Valley Health Systems, Jason Broerman - Marathon and Glenn Miehls - 
University of Findlay.

Education Representatives: Dave Golden - Arcadia, Kevin Haught – Arlington, Molly Flosler - Cory-Rawson, Krista 
Miller - Findlay City Schools, Rosemary Rooker – FDA, Pam Hamlin – Millstream Career Center, Susan Allen – 
Liberty-Benton, Tony Fenstermaker - McComb, Greg Rossman - Riverdale, Brian Bratt - Van Buren, Traci Conley 
– Vanlue, and Jeff Young - Hancock County ESC, Judith Ennis - NWO Career Tech Prep, Kathy Wilson - NWO Career 
Tech Prep.

Merry Christmas from the Hancock County ESC


